
Capitol Resistance Forum Examines “N-Word”

In an event sponsored through the Green Institute’s
Community Grant program, Capitol Resistance –
consisting of Dr. Jared Ball and Hip Hop artist
Head-roc, with much assistance from Badia
AlBannah – planned and presented a forum to dis-
cuss the N-Word on the evening of Friday,
November 17. The event was at Sangha, in Takoma
Park in Maryland, just outside ofWashington, DC.

The event featured a showing of the documen-
tary “The N-Word” by filmmaker Todd Williams.
The film interviews many famous and not-so-
famous people to discuss the use and perception of

the N-Word in America today.
During an intermission, Head-roc performed a

number of pieces from his new CD, Negrophobia.
After the film, there was an impassioned dis-

cussion of the issue. Some people described the first
time in their life when the word was used against
them; others described how they heard it on a daily
basis when they were young.

The word had been banished – at least in some
parts of the country – to private space after the Civil
Rights movement, but its broad use in Rap music
has led to more public use of the word, particularly

by young music fans who were not born during the
Civil Rights movement. This has led to a genera-
tional divide as many people who lived through
that era find it hard to accept common use of the
word. Many felt that while private use among
African-Americans was not going to stop, it would
be better if the word returned to use in private
space.

The discussion was still going strong when the
time came to end the event. The Green Institute
will look into continuing this critical discussion in
other events.
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The audience at Sangha participates in a discussion on the use of the N-Word

Panel Discusses Corporate Influence on Elections
Co-sponsored by the Green Institute
and the Law and Government Program
at the Washington College of Law, this
panel discussion looked at the corporate
influence on elections in the United
States. It was held at the Washington
College of Law on October 25.
Participants were Professor Jamie
Raskin, who heads the Law and
Government program; Kaitlin Sopoci-
Belknap, who runs Democracy
Unlimited Humboldt County in
California; Dr. Jared Ball, professor of 

continued on page 3Dr. Jared Ball

Report on European Green Congress

Greens met in Geneva for the second Congress of
the European Green Party, which first met in
Rome, in February of 2004 when it was founded.
Releases and statements from the event can be
found on their webpage at www.european-
greens.org. The primary business was the approval
of their statement on the Future of Europe, which
centered on attitudes towards the European
Union, a subject of some controversy among
European Greens.

There were also keynote speeches by promi-
nent candidates and ministers. Dominique Voynet,
the French Green Party's candidate for President in
next year's election, spoke on Saturday morning. 

In the last French presidential election,
numerous left-leaning candidates split the Left
vote, resulting in a runoff between one center-right
candidate (current president Jacques Chiraq) and a
reactionary right-wing candidate, Jean-Marie Le
Pen. A few European Greens want the French
party to support the Socialist Party candidate to
prevent that from happening again, but French
Greens have decided to run Voynet.

Another prominent speaker
was Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio,
who is the new Minister of
Environment in Italy. With the
defeat of the conservative coali-
tion of former Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi in Italy, Greens
entered the government in a
large coalition and received the
portfolio of the Environmental
Ministry.

There also were panel dis-
cussions entitled Human Rights
in Times of Terrorism: The
European Policy, and the
Charter of the European Greens,
besides the extended debate on

the Future of Europe charter.
There also was a presentation by the Global

Young Greens about their gathering in Nairobi,
Kenya, next January, ahead of the World Social
Forum. The Green Institute has pledged $1000 to
this event. The Global Greens Gathering is sched-
uled for May, 2008 
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Green Institute Publications

The Green Institute’s
GlobalPolicy 360 program com-
missioned a report on the recent
Nicaraguan presidential elec-
tions by Steve Herrick, who
lived in Nicaragua recently for
five years. “The Once and
Future Daniel Ortega – A Green
Analysis of the Recent Election
in Nicaragua” follows the trans-
formation of President-elect
Daniel Ortega and the
Sandinista movement over the

last twenty years and how it impacted the recent election.
Herrick does not see Ortega as a force for progressive change in

contemporary Nicaragua:

First, let's dispense with Oliver North's recent statement
that Ortega is "a leopard that does not change its spots."
The Ortega of 2006 is almost unrecognizable as the college
dropout who led the revolutionary government in 1979.
He is now pro-business, pro-clerical, and almost entirely
free of any ideological grounding, rhetorical flourishes
notwithstanding. His only goal is power.

Herrick provides some examples of Ortega’s transformation:

Ortega has gradually become cozy with his old archenemy,
the Catholic Church. During the campaign, he said his two
role models were "Sandino and Christ." He was married to
his long-time partner, Rosario Murrillo, by the very arch-
bishop who warned parishioners not to vote for him in '90,
'96, and '01. To cap things off, during the campaign this
year, Ortega spearheaded the effort to outlaw the only legal
form of abortion in Nicaragua: cases where it is necessary
to save the life of the mother.

Herrick also describes the development of the MRS, the
Movement for Sandinista Renewal, an offshoot from the Sandinistas
dating to 1994. The true progressive in the presidential campaign
was former Managua Mayor Herty Lewites, who eventually became
the MRS presidential candidate. He was gaining ground until he
died of a heart attack during the campaign. Herrick is not opti-
mistic about what Ortega’s election will mean, and concludes that

In short, there will be triumphalist celebrating on the osten-
sible Left and overblown fear-mongering on the Right. In
the resulting dust-up, almost everyone will overlook the fact
that most of the war of words is theatrics, and that Ortega's
return to power means very little in the lives of the poor.
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Corporate Influence on Elections
continued from page 1

African-American and Media Studies at Morgan
State University in Baltimore; and John Samples,
Director of the Center for Representative
Government at the Cato Institute.

Sopoci-Belknap was campaign manager for
Measure T, a county-wide initiative that was
adopted by Humboldt County residents last June
which limited corporate rights and influence on
elections. She described the history and concept of
corporate rights and how they undermine demo-
cratic rule by the people, and how Measure T
impacts the problem.

Samples, author of the Fallacy of Campaign
Finance Reform, cited numerous studies and statis-

tics to demonstrate that the influence of campaign
contributions from corporations and their PACs is
greatly exaggerated. He also cited some passages in
the Federalist Paper #10 in claiming that, as a
republic and not a democracy, direct rule by the
people was not the goal of the constitution.

Dr. Ball responded to Sample’s interpretations
of the Federalist Papers with differing interpreta-
tions, as well as citations from the Federalist #2.
Ball also addressed issues of race and class in the
lack of democracy in the United States.

Professor Raskin, the author of a book called
The Wealth Primary, countered some of Samples
claims regarding the impact of campaign dona-
tions and the history of lobbying and its impact,
by corporations.

Stop the Violence
with the Hip Hop
Caucus Institute
With only 40 percent of the popula-
tion having returned, New Orleans
lost almost as many people to mur-
der in July of 2006 as it did in July
of 2005. Governor Blanco's response
was merely to call in the National
Guard. The phenomenon is not
unique to New Orleans. In
Houston, there has been a 17%
jump in homicides from last year.
While many Houstonians are sym-
pathetic to the plight of the dis-
placed, others have lost their initial
impulse of good will. An advertise-
ment run by a local gun shop,
encouraging native Houston resi-
dents "to get your concealed-hand-
gun license[s] (AP 9/21/06) in order
to arm against Katrina survivors, is
indicative of rising tensions and
growing fear. Too many young peo-
ple who survived Katrina have lost
their lives due to violence.
Something must be done to Stop the
Violence! 

The Hip Hop Caucus Institute is
spearheading this project to reach
out to youth to Stop the Violence.
The Green Institute paid for the
travel of Dr. Jared Ball and Hip Hop
artist Head-roc to attend the kickoff
event in New Orleans on November
24, and we look forward to support-
ing more Stop the Violence events in
the future.

Green Institute Adopts
Carbon Offset Policy

Steve Herrick

Examination of
Nicaraguan Election

The Green Institute’s
Science Policy Initiative
recently released three
commentaries. Two are
by Science Fellow Tom
Baugh and are titled
“The Politics of Plague”
and “Concepts in Urban
Ecology.” The third is by
policy initiative panel
member Jane Zara and
examines the impact of

patents on innovation.
The first commentary examines a potential Avian flu pandemic and

how it could be politically manipulated:

How might the Bush Administration, or any other similar
authoritarian administration take advantage of an outbreak to
extend the physical and political control it so obviously great-
ly desires? Suspension of the right to peacefully assemble is the
first thing that comes to mind. People gathered together might
spread the disease; therefore gathering together might be
restricted.

Authoritarian governments are not only intrinsically oppor-
tunistic but are also often quick to take advantage of disaster
(or create one) to further their own agendas.  Furthermore, it
is unreasonable to expect adherence to the best science on how
to respond to a pandemic given the Bush Administration’s
sorry history with ideologically driven science policy-making.

Baugh’s second commentary looks at the development of the field
of Urban Ecology as, for the first time in history, a majority of human
population lives in urban cities rather than rural areas. Baugh’s work as
an urban ecologist informs the commentary on how people deal with
urban living.

Zara’s “The Effects of Patenting on Innovation” was motivated by
a current Supreme Court case that will rule on a dispute between KSR
International and Teleflex. While the details of the case would seem
mundane to many people, the implications are not:

The exclusivity of basic biological findings through patents can
have a chilling effect on the open exchange of scientific ideas,
where the owners of patents impose prepublication reviews,
disclosure restrictions, and reach-through provisions.
According to scholars such as Rebecca Eisenberg, the patenting
of upstream discoveries can hinder subsequent research by per-
mitting owners to charge a premium for the use of discoveries
that might otherwise be more cheaply available in a competi-
tive market or in the public domain

Tom Baugh

Science Policy Initiative
Commentaries

At its November meeting, the Board of
Directors adopted the following policy.

The Green Institute understands that
Global Warming is one of the great chal-
lenges that humanity faces, a challenge of
its own making. The evidence is conclu-
sive that global warming is happening
and that our activities have caused the
greatest share of it.

As an organization committed to the long-
term sustainability of life on planet earth
and to lifestyles that do not undermine the
quality of life for future generations for all
living creatures on the planet, we are com-
mitted to limiting our impacts and to
acknowledging and dealing with the
impacts we cannot avoid. We also call for
less carbon intensive alternatives for long-
distance travel in the United States, includ-
ing passenger train service.

Therefore we declare our commitment
that all travel for the Green Institute will
include provision for carbon offset. We
believe that this is not an “extra” cost,
but part of the true cost of our travel,
and we cannot be true to our values if we
ignore that real cost. We are committed to
supporting carbon offset activities that
are both diverse in their specific activities
and verifiable in their impacts. We will
continually monitor the projects we

choose for carbon offsets with an eye to
long-term impact. 

We call on all organizations that under-
stand the real crisis of global warming and care
about sustainability to join us in adopting poli-
cies that cover their real cost to the planet.

The policy is expected to add between 5 and
10% to the cost of air travel. There are many
companies, both for-profit and non-profit, that
implement carbon offset projects. While the ear-
liest such projects often involved the planting of
forests to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmos-
phere, this has become less popular because we
cannot know how long those forests will survive.
Most carbon offset projects these days involve
non-carbon energy-producing facilities that
replace some carbon in the electricity grid or for
transportation.

Initially the Green Institute plans to sup-
port the work of Native Energy
(www.nativeenergy.com) with this policy, and
we will continue to look at all carbon offset
projects to see which we believe are most
deserving of our support due to being in line
with broader Green values and beliefs. Native
Energy's support for alternative energy produc-
tion on some of the poorest of Native lands in
the United States addresses poverty and
oppression while also helping to jump start a
new climate policy in the United States -
demonstrating how dealing with global warm-
ing is not only good for the climate, but good
for people
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Report on European Green Congress

Greens met in Geneva for the second Congress of
the European Green Party, which first met in
Rome, in February of 2004 when it was founded.
Releases and statements from the event can be
found on their webpage at www.european-
greens.org. The primary business was the approval
of their statement on the Future of Europe, which
centered on attitudes towards the European
Union, a subject of some controversy among
European Greens.

There were also keynote speeches by promi-
nent candidates and ministers. Dominique Voynet,
the French Green Party's candidate for President in
next year's election, spoke on Saturday morning. 

In the last French presidential election,
numerous left-leaning candidates split the Left
vote, resulting in a runoff between one center-right
candidate (current president Jacques Chiraq) and a
reactionary right-wing candidate, Jean-Marie Le
Pen. A few European Greens want the French
party to support the Socialist Party candidate to
prevent that from happening again, but French
Greens have decided to run Voynet.

Another prominent speaker
was Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio,
who is the new Minister of
Environment in Italy. With the
defeat of the conservative coali-
tion of former Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi in Italy, Greens
entered the government in a
large coalition and received the
portfolio of the Environmental
Ministry.

There also were panel dis-
cussions entitled Human Rights
in Times of Terrorism: The
European Policy, and the
Charter of the European Greens,
besides the extended debate on

the Future of Europe charter.
There also was a presentation by the Global

Young Greens about their gathering in Nairobi,
Kenya, next January, ahead of the World Social
Forum. The Green Institute has pledged $1000 to
this event. The Global Greens Gathering is sched-
uled for May, 2008 in Nairobi (see sidebar report).

Dominique Voynet, French Green Party candidate for President in 2007

Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio, Minister of Environment in Italy

Report on Global Young Green Gathering  
The second Global Young Greens conference in Nairobi, Kenya, from January 16-18,
2007, will bring together the next generation of social change actors. The conference team
is planning a diverse program to allow them to exchange our ideas, concerns, experience
and opinions. 
It will be a ‘social forum style’ conference, where participants lead the workshops. Ideas for
workshops will be called for later in the year. The event precedes the 2007 World Social
Forum in Nairobi which starts on January 20 and lasts six days. Wangari Maathai, winner of
the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize, and founder of the Green Party of Kenya, is hosting the event. 
Their website is www.globalyounggreens.org.


